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FALKOR DEFENSE'S

- PETRA

CAPABLE OF % MOA
AT 100 YARDS

TRIBUTE TO OUR VETS

UNDER >1,000
DIY LONG-RANGE RIFLE

SHOOT LIKE ASEAL

(MMG’s Mk4 V2
ACCURACY AT500 YARDS
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FALKOR
DEFENSE'S
PETRA

CAN NAIL
1/4 MOA
GROUPS AT
100 YARDS

RAPY

= @Y TYLER HUGHES » PHOTOS BY HEMRY DE KUNPER

HE “BLACK RIFLE,” OR AR~ MARKET IS A ROBUST
OME, WITH NEW MODELS RELEASED DALY,
| Lo the term, “model ® very loosely, becsse most
af the AR that are released aré ompohyd a different colar
o branding or festure some other small changes Eo allow a
miarifact uner T claim il
Bart vwihat has reslly been changed? Are vou buying any
thing different? The arvwer B & murky aone
Unfortunately, seme bladk rifles are no different than

ariother, Mersly & 0opy, NG MRoyalon. Mo Mmprovements
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B 1, Thee Fadicr D9-100 micrsie
benkn s designed o optimis
peerlormande fos quick foBom:
il Hus

B 1 & 3. Tha Falhor Defende
Pkl Bl g sit wiog the
Febazing waell

Then, there are a very few manufacturers that
simply srap eserything and say, “Throey it all

FWVAYT VR are going bo start overl ™
That's Aumeerican. Thak s bad-ssery

to settle for “It weoerkes, so let's go with i1, but in-
stead decide, " dossin't wiork well oo

e vl start ower.”

Thusly, | mtroduce the Falkor Defense *Petra ®

FALKDOR'S PHLOSOPHY

The Petra 15 an AR platform buit 1o fire long-
sction cartridges, most notabdy, 300 Win. Mag
Thét & na ordinary rifle, and afthough other man
ufacturérs have produced simillar weapors, aither
before or atter the release of the Petra, none has
resched the standaed of excellence the crew of

Falicor Defenie has schieved

Fow et building a precsion Black cifle 5 a
thing of mystery. Sometimes, you get lucky; other
timest, ngt S0 mch. I & nat ad dimple 8 uling
quiality parts and expecting quality resales

The Falkor Defense crew recognized this from

the Beqinneng

11 vyl bwiois that 10 produce The ma] pre
cite lomg-actian AR rifle, the company would

nexd quality parts, guality engineering, paticne
and a no-fesr attitude of faling. Rather, it would
|uist chist off and kesp moweng

I was fortunate 1o be part of the Petra evalus
tion process. To test such a fine weapon, giving
my feedback, as well as watching & Falkor con
tinugusly improved on an already-near perfect
system have comprised an amazing experience.

UNDER THE PETRAS HOOOD

The Petra rifle i, in dmple Denma, an air-
cooled, semi-automatic, magazine-fed, gas-oper
ated, shoulder-fired precision rifle capable of
prirting % manute of anghe WADA) groupa. Yes!
You resd that right ... Y MOA,. (Mot to insult ary

one's intelligence, but a % MOA i spprocimately

25 inch a1 100 yards or 1.25 mches ot 500 yands. )
The Fireanms industry his beer largely incapabie

of achieving thewe results with an &R wysbem. Mow

that's ok 1o say some manufactisiers have nat

Sthevad the [eat—aiome have bl o1 many,
and certaindy none that spst out 300 Win. Mag
What abeobutely sold me on 1he Petrs vwas that
M et it ane Fifle that was fested o cne
source of ammunition. This rifle has proeen [

ahbility to comstantly reach the % M0A mark

Befone | keep you drooling over this rifle's
preciuion, let's look at what partsy, professss and
other works of Falkor magic were used to
achieve this high leved of precision
FALKOR MAGIC

T fully understand the Petras and what sent
ko ity manufacturing, | needed to fist get to
the sowrce. | wanbed to kbnow how the company
weat able 1o achieve whiat others hase nat. 5o, |
reached out to Clint Walkuer, enecurtive wice presi
dent of Falkor Defene and coordinstor of the
rnall team of masterminds behind the Petra

| have been friends with Clint for many years,
and & keyitone of our friendship was honesty
and reo bullshit. So, wheen 1 calbed him, | might
imitially hawe ked him 10 Belisye that the Petra
waas ot working, functiching poarly and not
thioting worth & dafmn

This B wdoiie v lesmn 1he Falsor motte. Ot
calmly said toome, “Tyler, Ml ovemight youw a sec-
ond rifle. Meste send that sne back when you
AN &0 wi Can Tear it down, disgnose it and
e we have no more e
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N That Petra
Teaiirs a
Liith-AR Filla
gt btk
1hat is baghv
wdight aid
et b
adpuritakle
ek and
length of pull

| couldn contain ryeelf. | had to tell kim the
truth, because at that poing, | felt bad about
that white lie and that | coukdn't get a rise out
of him. When | confessed, he nicely called me
the equivalent of a male sex organ before ask
ing how the testing was really going

This 15 where my secret squennel mentality
turned on. | was seeking anmwers and wasn't
gaing to let Clint et any rest until | aas satis
hed. 5o, rmy First guieition was smple; yet,
wean the most obvious guestion: “How did wau
do itr*

This wat a wide-cpen question, but Cint had
& direct and simple snawer: “We listened.”

0K, Clint, but how? And so began the details
Fd been waiting for. It started with the machin
ing proceas and what Falkor was doing differ
enfhy inside the Petra. Sorevw the coametics—if
thie fifle does Rt Tunclion coresthy, s messly a8
papervweight for an overvired desk

adthowgh | cannot reveal all the details, | can
el wou this The Falkar tegm ypent oury upon
bours upon several maorths in BAD, resulting in
nire paterts pending. That being sakd, the Petra
has elEminated & few idues that ane ollen ower-
looked, such as receiver wiggle 2nd bolt carrier

group tilt and rotation. For some, this is negligi
ble, but when you ane playing in the game of
precision rifles, consistency equals scouracy, and
customers are quick to pick cut flaws. To under
stand Falkor's way of thinking, you must wnder-
stand ity team. Simply put, without getting off
topic about the Petra, the Fallor team com
prises individuah e have a paision for preci

sion engineering and who nat onky play in the
fi

rearms world, but also dip thelr spoons in the
seronauticsl world

THE BARREL

The next part to recsie atterition was the
barred, When | was first tobd about it, | was thep
tical. | had heard both sides of the stary and was
cursainy, The carbon-fiber PROOF Research barme
wend the barrel-ol-chadie. It ultimatedy masde me
& huge fan and bediever.

Mo, of course, | aked the ohyious quies-
Tisars: What Twist rate sne you goeng with?
‘What specifications are you going with for
chamibering ? What bength gas sptem will you
wieT |3 endy Ball trued ta the barrel, head-
wpace, timing, = ?

Clint laughed a bit betore answering my
questions, because he readired that not only was
curipus abouwrt how the Petra i made, | was
also wearching for answers regardsng how Falkor
achieved such onaistent precision

Clint began giving me specs about the barrel
1710 right-hand tedst, SAAKI spec chamber. The
baerel, in Fact, is the anly carbon-fiber basrrel ap-
proved by the WS military. That besng said, it
wias 8l interesting and exactly what | wanted (o
s, bt D wras still not kearing the solution 1o
The scourscy probbem

%o, | asked the hard guestion. = Clint, ghve me
& straight snaveer about why you are different
‘What did you do?

He then divcused detadls that started getting
my brain wheeh spinning. First, he taloed about
the gaa wyeitemn. The Falkor team knew that

‘Wincheaites Mag ammaimniticn Cormss in 4 wida
watiety of offeringe—{rem 150-grain hunting
ammunition 1o 240-grain Long Range Match
Afmmaribicn—:G the prorty Was erduning thal
the Petra could handle such & wide selection
For this area, gas lube length, gas hole size
ared @i the gas key on the Bolt carrier group
would need attention. Specifically, the gas tube
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... TO PRODUCE THE MOST PRECISE
LONG-ACTION AR RIFLE, THE COMFANY
WOULD NEED QUALITY FARTS,
QUALITY ENGINEERING, PATIENCE AND
A NO-FEAR ATTITUDE OF FAILING.”
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can be thought of as rifle length
plus 2. As for the gas hole diam-
eter, it is a Falkor secret, but |
Can assure You It 15 not the stan-
dard size, Nevertheless, it works,
And, | can say that with the ut-
most confidence, having fed this
beast of a rifle whatever | could
buy or reload.

To say that | achieved Y MOA
results at 100 yards with 190
grain Federal Match ammo is
great. Now add that | also shot
Ya MOA with 230-grain Berger
Hybrid Reloads at 500 yards—
unreal. Ask any precision rifle
shiooter. They will tell you that
not many rifles have the ability
to function at both ends of the
projectile weight spectrum.

Aside from the accuracy
Falkor has achieved, the gas sys-

B Max Ordinate Academy's Amber Thorpe
gets a little of her own long-range therapy
with the Falkor Petra.

tem also plays a huge part in
pressure. Most factory ammuni-
tion was never designed for
semi-auto applications or the
over-pressure that comes with
the platform. Stuck cases, blown
primers and receiver damage
are just a few issues | have seen
when dealing with AR-precision
platforms. Not here. Due to
Falkor's innovation and exten
sive R&D, those issues have been
addressed. And, to be clear,
when | say, "addressed,” | don't
mean adding adjustable gas
blocks to mitigate the issue.
Falkor chose to hit the problems
head on and would not settle
for using an adjustable gas
block or quick-fix add-ons.
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“THIS RIFLE HAS PROVEN ITS ABILITY TO REACH THE Ya MOA MARK.”

THE FORE RAIL

Clint next briefed me on the fore rail, which
the Falkor team calls the "tranny™ rail. | will
let your brain ponder why the company chose
this name.

On previous rifles | have had the pleasure of
testing and beating into the dirt, | have noticed
one problem with a handful of them: the rail sys-
tem. By that, | mean attaching my sling to the rail
and using it to engage off of barricades or tripods
or simply loading into the bipods attached to the
rail that, in the prone position, would cause the
rail to flex. This, in turn, would also move the

barrel, creating all types of “WTF* moments.
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Ultimately, the Falkor team recognized this
problem early on, so it designed a rail/barrel
nut system that increases the surface area of con-
tact between the handguard and the upper re
ceiver, thereby eliminating the issue of flex and
impact shift.

But, why stop there? What other issues does
any rifle have? How about chamber temperature
heating up cartridges, causing higher chamber
pressures that lead to high impacts or "flyers”?
Yup, the team addressed that issue, as well: The
barrel nut was designed to act as a heat sink that

draws heat from the chamber, allowing it to dissi-

pate. To reiterate, Falkor was not going to settle
for “good enough.”

OTHER FEATURES

You might be wondering what else is
s0 amazing about this rifle—besides the
advanced engineeringof the upper re-
ceiver and bolt carrier group, the PROOF
Research barrel, the completely re-
designed gas system and the "tranny”
rail and its advanced barrel nut system.
This rifle has all the qualities a precision
shooter looks for in a rifle and more

More? Is this a typoT No, Its not,

By more, | mean it has features outside
the normal adjustable length-of-pull and
adjustable cheek piece on the buttstock.
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Contact Information

FALKOR DEFENSE

wean FalkorDefense com

U.S. OPTICS

wii UIS0p s com

B The Geissle
SSAE 2 stage
trigger features a
total weight of
3.2 poumnds.

FALCOR DEFENSE PETRA

CALIBER: .300 Win. Mag STOCK: Luth-AR MBA

LENGTH: 35.75 inches long TRIGGER: Geiselle 55A-E tigger
(collapsed) PISTOL GRIP: Hogue

WEIGHT: 11.75 pounds SIGHTS: LS, Optics ER-25 5-25x
BARREL: 20 or 22 inches PROOF COLOR OPTIONS: Shadow
Research CF match barrel or a and grey

22-inch 55 black nitride barrel PRICE: $5,899*

TWIST: 1:10 (*as tested with carbon-fiber
RECEIVER: Precision-machined barrel, $4, 799 with steal barrel)
7075 T6 matched billet FP
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