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W DURABLE GOODS TO EXPAND & RELOCATE
Small Business Growth with International Store Orders Requires 
Added Space for Manufacturing, Retail & New Community Workshop

FORT WORTH – Some say necessity is the mother of invention.  Daniel Wright would agree. Ten years ago, Daniel went searching for a duffel bag.  Not just any duffel bag – a top-quality, well-made duffel bag that would function well & last a long time. 

Today, Daniel’s 2005 search for a duffel bag has translated into retail and manufacturer W Durable Goods. With an expanding international customer base, the small business has recently added two full-time employees and is moving to 4,000-square-feet storefront on Foch Street this fall.

“I searched and searched for the perfect duffel bag and could not find anything acceptable. Everything I found seemed poorly crafted and looked like it would fall apart,” said Daniel about his company’s history. “My dad has this fixed blade knife that has been around for dozens of years. It’s nothing fancy – just a simple knife that is super handy and held up well for decades of use.  I wanted to find a bag that would be practical, like my dad’s knife, but had no luck. I grew tired of looking for the exact right bag, so I decided to make one myself.”

For six years, Daniel, 33, and his wife Stephanie, 28, designed, experimented and dreamed of taking their small run of functional hand-crafted leather items to the general public. The young couple had full-time jobs elsewhere – Daniel with his father’s business as an industrial repair electrician for kitchen equipment and Stephanie conducting supply chain analytics for Alcon Laboratories. 

“My husband and I were building our respective careers, but the handcrafted business kept growing on the side,” offered Stephanie, BBA & MBA graduate of Texas Christian University, who oversees all aspects of business operations and sales for W Durable Goods. “What started as small, occasional gifts for friends and family quickly blossomed into an Etsy store, which then rapidly expanded beyond what we could manufacture from home.” 

W Durable Goods opened at 1543 North Main near the Stockyards in Fort Worth in 2014 with a 750 square-foot retail storefront and on-site manufacturing facility. In mid-September, the Wrights plan to move their business to the bustling retail area at 901 Foch Street. 

W Durable Good’s new 4,000 square-foot facility will boast 2,500 square-feet of dedicated manufacturing space and 1,000 square-feet of retail space, as well as a multi-purpose workshop for community classes in hand-painted lettering, calligraphy and leather working. The new location is expected to open in mid-September, starting with hours of Tuesday through Thursday, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. and Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

“Though we like to say we are ‘inspired by nostalgia’ at W Durable Goods, we strongly believe that useful items should get better with age,” explained Daniel. “That’s why we specialize in offering intentional, purposeful, quality goods at a fair price. We don’t desire to do what other people already do well.” 
- more - 

New items rolling out just in time for the business move have already gained international attention from attendees at New York gift markets.  W Durable Goods has recently completed large orders from Japan’s top-tier department store Beam’s, as well as created an exclusive co-branded item for Portland-based Schoolhouse Electric’s holiday 2015 catalog. The following items will be available for retail purchase in the new Fort Worth store:

Vintage Repurposed Aluminized Kevlar Dopp Kit & Accessory Bag, limited editions 
Dopp Kit - $76; Accessory Bag - $45 (PHOTOS ATTACHED)
	Made with military surplus firefighter pants and lined with hickory-striped cotton twill.

Bi-Fold Wallet - $88 (PHOTOS ATTACHED)
Made with vegetable tanned English bridle leather, this minimalist wallet features a bill slot and two    credit card slots that accommodate several cards each. Comes in Black, Brown and Tan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Backpack - $290
Made with 18 ounce waxed cotton, featuring a large main compartment with two open side pockets and front zipper pocket with a rain flap. Accented with a quilted back panel and flap for cushion and structure.  English bridle leather straps; closes with an exclusive WDG leather buckle. Comes in Ranger Tan and Two-Tone Olive. 

W Durable Good’s new Fort Worth space will continue to offer a variety of handcrafted leather and canvas items designed by Daniel, along with reclaimed wood wall decor, WWII inspired screenprinted t-shirts, vintage reclaimed cowboy hats and desk accessories – all personally sourced by the Wrights. New additions to the retail mix will include exclusive lines such as Dickies 1922 specialty clothing, Red Wing boots with high-demand styles that are currently only available in Europe and Japan, and Woolrich blankets. 

Select items from W Durable Goods can also be found in retail locations throughout Texas, including:
· The Dime Store – 510 S. Locust Street, Denton, 76201
· Read Between the Lines – 2412 Victory Park Lane, Dallas, 75219
· West Elm – 5307 East Mockingbird Lane, Dallas, 75206
· West Elm – 8889 Gateway Boulevard West, El Paso, 79925
· Parts & Labour - 117 S Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78704
· East Hills – 127 East Main Street, Fredericksburg, 78624
· Hill Country Dwellings - 118 N Pecan Street Hico, 76457
· Sixth Floor Museum - 411 Elm Street Dallas, 75202
· Fred Miller Company - 2808 Nederland Avenue, Nederland, 77627

W Durable Goods is a manufacturer of sewn products inspired by nostalgia.  Based in Fort Worth, we are committed to American manufacturing of the highest quality travel gear and leather goods.  We source vegetable tanned leather form Wickett & Craig in Pennsylvania – one of three tanneries left in the U.S. We use the heaviest weight fabric – 18 ounce Martexin Original Waxed Filter Twill - from a textile mill in New Jersey. Only solid brass and steel hardware and YKK zippers are used in our handcrafted items.  A part of every process from conception to manufacturing, we believe heirloom quality is created through thoughtful design and style that stands the test of time.

www.wdurablegoods.com
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