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A SPOTLIGHT ON SOUTH AFRICAN DESIGN

In recent years South Africa has been quietly asserting itself as a significant new player in the world of design, with 
Cape Town being honored as the World Design Capital in 2014. As design becomes increasingly global, South African 
design continues to be influenced by its culture, creating a clearly differentiated aesthetic. The country’s diverse mix of 
cultures and visual languages offer inspiration to it’s designers, making it incredibly unique and exciting.

“The challenge is that South African designers, despite being some of the worlds best, have long-faced obstacles in 
obtaining global recognition and expanding their international footprint,” says Gareth Hall, co-founder of New York 
based Nested. Gareth and his wife Laura, who hail from Cape Town, have long been advocates of South African 
design and were interested in creating a platform to help put a global spotlight on the fairly undiscovered talent of their 
home country. 

After making the decision to relocate to New York, the couple seized the opportunity to turn this passion into a 
reality; “Nested not only allows us to bring a beautiful selection of South African crafted design to the USA, it also 
means we are able to contribute meaningfully to the development of the design industry in South Africa,” says 
Laura. In fact many of the designers who the couple choose to work with, have a strong focus on community 
upliftment through job creation in underprivileged communities. “We love that the designers we work with understand 
the responsibility they hold to contribute to the community in a positive way.” They also take a strong stance on being 
environmentally conscious, often using upcycled materials and timber sourced from sustainably managed forests. 

Furniture designer Andrew Dominic merges traditional craftsmanship with contemporary flair. He works with a small 
team of craftsman in his Cape Town workshop, all of whom he has trained himself. Andrew ensures that the timber he 
uses comes from sustainably managed forests, and for every order of furniture that leaves his workshop, he gifts a 
tree to South African organization, Greenpop. 

The Bucket Stool, by design duo Pedersen and Lennard, 
is fast becoming one of South Africa’s most iconic designs. 
Cleverly constructed from an upcycled steel bucket, it’s 
inventive design offers both a comfortable seating solution, 
while doubling as storage. 

The Manu Table by Andrew Dominic The Manu Server by Andrew Dominic

The Bucket Stool by Pedersen and Lennard
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South African design is layered and complex, yet simple in its form and function. “Good design is so much more 
then simply creating beautiful objects,” says Gareth, “and we are so excited to have these unique and beautifully 
crafted pieces available in the USA.” 

For more information on the featured products and other South African designs visit www.nestedny.com

From his studio in Cape Town, James Mudge and his small team of highly skilled  artisans, create small quanti-
ties of furniture with an emphasis on quality and craftmanship. He uses traditional methods such as Mortise and 
Tenons and Dovetails, that focus on clean lines and meticulous finishes. Mudge has an in-depth knowledge of 
the materials he uses, ensuring that the finished product is uniquely suited to its environment. Though his objects 
may seem effortless in their simplicity, every element is carefully considered.

The 2DO collection, created by architect turned furniture 
designer, Deanne Viljoen, is an innovative modular range that 
allows the owner to mix and match drawers to completely 
customize each piece. Made from sustainable birch plywood, 
each drawer is printed with playful patterns by renowned South 
African artist Renée Rossouw. Her graphic prints are a modern 
take on traditional South African patterns, and are a nod to the 
country’s many cultural influences. 

After making a living selling wire art on the streets, 
Willard Musarurwa had a vision to become a designer 
of contemporary wire furniture and a role model to 
the youth living in his township. His business now 
employs a team of full time workers and his iconic 
Wire Table has become nationally acclaimed.

2DO  Credenza by Deanne Viljeon

The Log Server by James Mudge Pickup Sticks by James Mudge

Wire Table by Willard Musarurwa


