DRANSFIELD & ROSS

embellishing life

Wi
+
Ay

“I
vad
o
=]
- |
N i

o -




bi
John Dransfield and Geoffrey Ross are the influential

designers behind their eponymous, sixteen-year old,
New York City based, home furnishings company.

John Dransfield’'s previous profession as a trend
driven fashion designer keeps the collection always
evolving while maintaining a couture edge.

Geoffrey Ross' talents as a designer of high-end tex-
tiles have enriched the collections of Scalamandre
in New York and Nobilis in Paris.

Melding their passions, they have created a collec-
tion of home goods with an idiosyncratic mix of fex-
tures and colors, infused with their encyclopedic
knowledge of the decorative arts. Besides their ex-
isting categories of soft furnishings, they have re-
cently broadened the scope of their collection
under the banner of “Mise en Scene" by Dransfield
and Ross” to include furniture, decorative accesso-
ries, as well as desk and bath accessories.

Dransfield and Ross products have received impres-
sive editorial coverage in Architectural Digest, Bon
Appetit, Connecticut Cottages and Gardens,
Coastal Living, Domino, Elle Décor, Food and Wine,
Hampton's Cottages and Gardens, House Beautiful,
In Style, Martha Stewart Living, Metropolitan Home,
O at Home, The New York Times, Town and Counftry
and Vogue Living.

Their homes have been prominently featured in
House Beautiful Magazine, Elle Décor and Hampton
Cottages and Gardens.

Dransfield and Ross' client list includes such presti-
gious retailers as Amen Wardy Home, Barney’s, Berg-
dorf Goodman, Horchow, Gumps Neiman Marcus,
Saks Fifth Avenue, Lane Crawford, Robb & Stucky
and W Hotels as well as the finest specialty stores
and design firms around the country.
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T'he Charmed Life

CHAPTER, THANKS TO DESIGNERS JOHN DRANSFIELD AND GEOFFREY ROSS

Text by Peter Terzian - Phatography by Simon Upton - Sevled by Carlos Mota
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ment stores Neiman Marcus, Bergdorf
Goodman, Barnevs New York, and Saks
Fifth Avenue practically eating out of the
company’s hands, "They have a voracious
appetite for our products,” says Drans-
ficld. His sensibility may be the seeret to
the duc’s success, at a point in interior-
design history when, more than ever, home
decor bends to the influence of rapidly
changing fashion trends.

Raized on the south side of Indianap-
olis, John Dransficld attended Southport
High Schonl and Indiana University. In-
spired by his grandmother, a “crazy, wild
dresser”™ who encouraged his artistic pur-
suits while he was a child, Dransfield en-
rolled at Herron School of Art and Design
to study painting. He worked pan-time
asan Mustrator to support himsell. Upon
graduating, he joined a local ad agency
("I didn't want to be a starving artist,”
he says), where he further developed his
talent as an illustrator and picked up art
direction on the job. The urge to begin a
carcer in fashion soon led Dransfield to
MNew York's Fashion Institute of Technol-

ofy. Upon gradouation in 1973, he was
propelled into a long carcer designing
apparel in the city's fashion district.

By the time Dransfield met Geoffrey
Raoss, a designer of high-end textiles who
had produced fabrics for Sealamandre
and Nobilis (fabric companies based in
MNew York and Paris, respectively) and
private-label designs for widely known
designer-fabric collections, the Hoosier
hiad had his fll of the dog-eat-dog fashion
industry and was ready for a new ereative
pursuit, “I'd designed enough miniskirts
to last a lifetime,” he jokes, “so we started
a high-end home-furnishings company.”
That was 16 years ago,

You might call it the Midas touch or
unequivoe] talent, but today Dransficld
& Ross has become the darling of the
upscale home-decor industry. Corporate
huyers from fine department stores and

boutique hotel chains such as W Hotels
O Ei S O e O ‘ E ; I I regulardy call on the duo’s Chelsea show-
room to see prototypes from the latest

ELLE DECOR LOVES DRANSFIELD & ROSS. SO DOES BARNEYS. colletions. *Anything we bring o the
HOW A HOOSIER HELPED BUILD ONE OF THE table they want to buy” Dransfield says.
DESIGN WORLD'S HOTTEST BRANDS. 3 1 HOME indianapolis Monthly Magazine




of happy ghosts.”
£&ys Geoffrey Aoss. The Gresk Revival cotlape he
shares with John Dransficid, his partner in e and
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rar Ehaat first sodd Dransdedd and Ross on the housa.
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PRERAOLIS Crrniaer—Sincd tha 12208—arvd a trasnd of
1 colntraied Abstract Expressionists
Accondng to Ross, inthe 15505 the pariers would
spend boory evenings aoroes the stroet ot tha Eim
Tres Inn, and whan the barstooks wena put up Tor
tha naahit, De Koosninn and Polock woudd saunter

v b0 hoe kitchen 10 play poker into the mcrming
Though cheery isn't the way most would describe
WVilis's lala-night coempanicns (they were, afler af
nicknamed tha Irescinias), Ross and Dranstaid
harve claarty found 1he spenta of &l thees to ba ge-
rital koeneg-1edm housaguests

Imciaadt, 1he continuum of (he anists’ sesthelic i
ervackesnd in ey o0, most of which 4ne Canases
of near-ahsent color "painled” valh Tound oiyects,
oudsider arl, and jolls ol v iues, Ths walls, mokd
inges, winddaw frames, and mulions throoghoud an
inpike, serens shades bo play up tha oniginal datals
of the rocems. “Wo wana vary sensithve aboul main
faining tha architectural imegrity of the housa,” nobes
Dransfald. *And presarving fis aristc soul,” adds
Aces. In 18cl the couple. whosa labia Srans, Ded-
ding, and &cCcese0ries A nolad for theer slirmng
mix o teclures and oolors, wera altracied 1o tha
Hampions lor 1he Sarmss reason artists have basn
Tt rcne 1han & cermtury, “YVe vwens draen 10 he Doty
of the light and the sumoundings,” says Dranshisld
"W waned the Bouse 1o ralect thal.”

That sensibeity engplnirs the Aoor-1o0-ceding collags
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the Eeighd yollow vintage curtan and coramic coral
ini tha oues! bath: and the cenemmecs of Dumoen-
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