Burel Factory 
Take forward an art, a tradition, a craft. 
Like all the good fairy tales, Burel Factory has a story that combines amazing landscapes, surprising turning points, passionate characters and, of course, love. 
It all started in 2006 when Isabel Dias da Costa and João Tomás, two Portuguese amateur hikers, both with successful careers in Lisbon fell in love with the breathtaking scenery of Penhas Douradas and decided they would no longer leave this place. They left their jobs in the city and embraced the tranquility and peace of Penhas Douradas. 
You see, Portugal is a small country – actually, it has only a little more than 92.000 square kilometers –  but it has an amazing diversity of landscapes, from the warm beaches of the well-known Algarve to the peaks of Serra da Estrela, Portugal’s coldest region and, also, the highest point of our continental territory (Portugal’s highest peak is located in Pico island, Azores).  
It is here, in Serra da Estrela Natural Park, in the north of Portugal, that you will find Penhas Douradas, located 1500m above sea level. In a scenery almost untouched by man, Isabel and João recovered an old mountain hotel that was abandoned and transformed it into a sophisticated, modern place – Casa das Penhas Douradas Hotel Design & SPA. It soon called the attention of the tourism boards and, in 2008, the hotel received the ‘Tourism of Portugal 2008 – Projects of Excellence in Tourism’ award, in the category of Private Project Requalification, with an honorable mention, and the PUBLITURIS 2008 award for ‘Best Tourism in a Rural Area’.  
Tradition had always been a huge passion for both Isabel and João. They loved the stories, the knowledge and the art crafts of the region and were sure they could help to develop these rural industries with a little bit of innovation. That’s when they created ‘Saberes e Fazeres da Vila’, which can be translated to ‘Village’s Knowledge and Creations’ – a company born in 2010, with the purpose of giving a new life to traditions and a new chance to all those people who had so much to teach and had lost their jobs on the fabric factories that had always been part of this region. 
Of course it had to be something special and unique. It had to be a project full of soul, heart and passion. It had to give consumers the feeling that they were not buying just an object – no, they were buying a little piece of someone’s story, a little piece of their ancestor’s story, of their own story – but, now, with a twist of innovation. 
Burel, a traditional fabric used in the north of Portugal to make the shepherds capes, was the starting point of Burel Factory. Shepherds used to wear it thanks to its high resistance and durability – characteristics that come from the way in which it’s made: the wool is washed, spun, and then woven into a fabric which is then pounded and scalded, making it more compact and resistant. 
They hired the artisans who knew how to make this incredibly resistant, warm and comfortable fabric – and then, they invited young Portuguese designers to conceive modern pieces with it. Amazing talented people like Sara Lamúrias (who even presented a fashion collection made of burel in ModaLisboa, the most important fashion event in Portugal), Gonçalo Campos, Sofia Machado, João Paulo Assunção and Zero Kilocalorias atelier, created surprising Burel pieces, full of color and with a contemporary look, invading the houses, offices and wardrobes with their fresh design. 
Besides those, Burel Factory also produces its own line, imagined by Isabel Dias da Costa, which includes 50 colors and an interesting diversity of textures/stitches linked to the Portuguese tradition and culture, applied in rugs, cushions, couvre-pieds, stools, bags, backpacks and other products. 

Recently Burel Factory developed this idea in the area of wall and ceiling coverings. Take, for example, the work done in the headquarters of Microsoft in Lisbon – Parque das Nações, as can be seen in MONOCLE film. Some of these textures can be found in Burel Factory’s Catalogue, and can be applied in a great number of acoustic, decorative and organizational solutions. 

Burel Factory had been working closely with design and architecture studios, bringing their ideas to life and creating customized and individual solutions for their projects.
Burel Factory’s project has had great recognition over the years, not only by designers and architecture studios, but also in connection with art, having been featured in several artistic venues, such as Cooperativa Árvore, fashion shows, like Moda Lisboa, and in dedicated expositions in MUDE (Museum for Fashion and Design - Lisbon), MUDAM (Museé d’Art Moderne – Luxembourg), and the Museum at FIT (New York.)
In 2010 and 2011, and again every year since then, Burel Factory took its work to Japan, participating in the international exhibition Interior Lifestyle Tokyo, where one of its pieces was awarded as a product that "trendsetter" and was chosen to be in an outstanding position during the time it lasted this event. 
In 2012, it was inaugurated the Loja da Burel, in center of Lisbon – Chiado, taking the knowledge and creations of mountain to the city. Loja da Burel was selected by The Twenty Points, as one of the 20 coolest and more trendy spaces in Lisbon. 

Here and in Casa das Penhas Douradas Hotel, Burel Factory can bring to light and share near the general public and consumers the value of this Portuguese fabric, the origins of the products, its designers and production processes, contributing to recognize and spreading excellence in a forgotten sector, opening prospects for a new product and new worlds. 
Later, in 2015, Burel Factory opened two new Loja da Burel spaces, in Manteigas, near the factory, and in Oporto, in the north of Portugal, expanding the area where burel products and design can be seen and appreciated. 
With their passion, Isabel and João ended up transforming their lives and those of many others, from the old artisans to the young designers that collaborate with Burel Factory. Because, you know, when it comes to dreams, they have a power that makes almost everything possible if you believe in them.  
Burel Factory, Handmade in Portugal 
Film and Sites 
Casa das Penhas Douradas Hotel Design & SPA 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.casadaspenhasdouradas.pt/" \h www.casadaspenhasdouradas.pt 
Burel Factory www.burelfactory.com 
MONOCLE film http://monocle.com/film/design/burel-fabricating-felt/ 
Burel Factorys Catalogue www.burelfactory.com 
Events and International Fairs

Oporto Show 2010, a partnership with IADE Institute, having received the award IADE INVEST 2010.

Casa da Arquitectura 2011, where we organized a Burel exposition and a contest, with the goal to incentivate the creation of a design piece to CASA, using Burel. http://www.casadaarquitectura.pt/atividades/
“50 Anos 50 Mulheres”, Cooperativa Árvore 2012.The Burel was the central element of the Exposition celebrating the 50 years of Cooperativa Árvore, where 50 plastic artists create their works with Burel waste, using xerga (Burel fabric before the finishing process) as canvas.
Opening of Loja da Burel in October of 2012, in Chiado, Lisbon (Rua Serpa Pinto, 15B). Loja da Burel was selected by The Twenty Points, as one of the 20 coolest and more trendy spaces in Lisbon.

http://www.thetwentypoints.com/site/place/303
Launch of Surfce, in 2013. Burel went invited by Microsoft, to accompany their Surface tablet, and we presented the first collection of Burel cover for Surface in Portugal, along with three designers (Sara Lamúrias, Rui Grazina and Rute Gomes).

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151561529909467.1073741835.277771134466&type=1
Burel Factory at MUDE (Museum for Design and Fashion), April to November 2015. Burel was showcased in “Made in Portugal” Exposition, as an exemplary Portuguese brand of innovation and creativity, good design and strategic position in the market.

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.830089920361721.1073741867.249103718460347&type=3

The Museum Fit, New York, December 2015 to April 2016. The “Eu Não Tenho Medo” burel cape created by Storytailors and produced by Burel Factory, is present in a fashion exposition, “Fairy Tale Fashion”, along with other great designer brands.
Interior Lifestyle International Fair, Tokyo, from 2010 to 2015, where one of Burel Factory’s creations was awarded as a trend-maker, and elected to be featured and showcased to the public during the time of the event.

London Textile Fair, 2013 to 2016, presenting two annual collections (February and July) of fabrics of the brand Lanifícios Império by Burel Factory.

JITAC Textile Fair Takyo, 2013 to 2015, presenting two anual collections (April and October) of fabrics of the brand Lanifícios Império by Burel Factory.

Surface 2014 Fair London, February 2014. An interior design and architecture fair, where we presented the Burel solutions for wall-coverings and coatings.

Maison & Objet Paris, 2014 to 2016, presenting two annual collections of Home Textiles and Blankets by Mantecas.

MODtissimo, Oporto, September 2014.

Munich Fabric Start 2015. An international fabrics fair, where we presented two annual collections (February and September) of fabrics of the brand Lanifícios Império by Burel Factory.

LA Textile Fair, Los Angeles, September 2015, presenting the collection of fabrics of the brand Lanifícios Império by Burel Factory.

Opening of Loja da Burel, in December of 2015, in Oporto (Rua Mouzinho da Silveira, 83).

NY Now, New York, January 2016, presenting a collection of Design gifts in Burel with the brand Burel Factory.

Maison & Objet Asia, Singapore, March 2016, where Burel Factory project was featured in conference “Weaving Craft Back Into Interiors”.
